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ree generauions of wnom iive togetner in
a tiny village of Tianchengmen. 12-year-old
Jun-shan is at primary school. His
32-year-old father, Yang Mian, and
55-year-old grandfather, Yang Ying-de,
both suffer from congenital cataracts in
both eyes. For the last two years, neither
man has been able to work or support
their family as a result.

A family condemned by
congenital eye disease

The Yang family has fallen into a trap that
affects many poor pecple in rural China.
While simple cataract surgery costing
around RMB7,000 per operation could cure
Jun-shan’s father and grandfather, the
family had no way of paying because it has
lost its two main breadwinners. Having
taken out loans and scrimped and saved on
food and expenses these past few years,
the family finally had enough money to pay
for surgery. Unfortunately, despite all their
hard work, their money was only sufficient

to cover the cost of removing just one
cataract for each man.

on little Jun-shan (middle) while grandfather,
Yang Ying-de was waiting for his operation.

ORBIS-trained doctor, Wang Xin-min (right), can now operate on cataract patients unsupervised.

Determined to help his desperately poor
family, little Jun-shan worked hard and
achieved high scores in most subjects in
school. Tragically, the last two years have
seen his eyesight gradually deteriorate. Poor
Jun-shan’s sight grew so poor he could no
longer see what was written on the
blackboard even when sitting in the front
row of class. Eventually, he could barely
register the waords in his textbook with a
magnifying glass. When Jun-shan's
grandmother brought him to a hospital in
Kunming, she was told that - like his father
and grandfather - Jun-shan had developed
congenital cataracts. Early treatment was
essential if the boy’s sight was to be saved.
As the surgeries for Jun-shan’s father and
grandfather had already eaten up their
meager savings, the family had nothing left
to pay for Jun-shan’s treatment.

Subsidized surgeries light up
patients’ lives

In December 2006, the Yang family heard
that ORBIS and Pingan Hospital in
Kunming were helping Jinning Hospital to
launch screenings and subsidized
surgeries for cataract patients. Costing
just RMB60O, the new operations
represented life-changing news for all
three generations of the family. Moved by
the Yang's plight, an ORBIS-trained eye
doctor, Dr Wang Xin-min, subsequently

operated on Jun-shan’s right eye for free.
Jun-shan’s father and grandfather also
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received surgeries at low cost. When their
eye patches were removed the day after
surgery, all three could see again.

“Thank you for giving us the
gift of sight!”

Two years of hard work later, the Yang
family is happily doing well. Jun-shan
continues to earn good grades at school,
while his father and grandfather are both
working again. Said grandfather, Ying-de,
gratefully, “I used to think that three
generations of my family were condemned
to permanent blindness by cataracts.
Thank you, ORBIS and your donors for
putting our lives back on track!”

Happiest of all is Jun-shan’s
grandmother who has now been
liberated from the unimaginable strain
of having to care for three preventably

blind loved ones.

With ORBIS’s help, the father and son are
now able to see again and looking forward
to a better future.
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